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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT: PCB Containers and Decontamination Requirements

Q: The previous two 2MTs concerned TSCA disposal requirements for PCB containers that held either
>50 and <500 ppm PCBs, or > 500 ppm PCBs. However, what happens if the customer decides that the
container is worth keeping for reuse? What would be required to decontaminate a PCB container for
use as a non-TSCA regulated container?

A: Per 40 CFR 761.60(c)(1), "unless decontaminated in compliance with §761.79", PCB containers must be
drained and appropriately disposed. Decontamination per 40 CFR 761.79(c)(1), requires that the PCB
container be decontaminated by:

* Triple rinsing the internal surfaces of the container,
» Using a solvent containing <50 ppm PCBs, and
» Using a solvent rinse volume that equals approximately 10% of the container's capacity.

Note that the solubility of PCBs in any solvent used for decontamination must be 5% or more by
weight and that the solvent can be reused for decontamination so long as its PCB concentration is <50
ppm. The solvent rinsate must be disposed of per 40 CFR 761.79(g) which states that a hydrocarbon
solvent at an existing concentration of <50 ppm must be burned for energy recovery as a used oil,
incinerated or decontaminated. If the solvent is a chlorinated solvent at any concentration or a
hydrocarbon solvent at an existing concentration of >50 ppm, these solvents must be incinerated or
decontaminated.

Note that per 40 CFR 761.79(f), confirmatory sampling is not required for a PCB container
decontaminated per 40 CFR 761.79(c). However, the customer must maintain a written record for 3

years following decontamination documenting compliance with the decontamination procedures.

And finally per 40 CFR 761.20(c)(5), once the container is decontaminated, TSCA requirements no

longer apply.
SUMMARY:
E A customer can decontaminate a PCB Container by triple rinsing with an appropriate solvent.
B The PCB-solvent rinse must be disposed via burning for energy recovery, incineration or
decontamination as applicable.
E Once decontaminated, the container is no longer subject to TSCA.

Multiple pertinent excerpts from 40 CFR 761 are attached to the e-mail. If you have any questions, please contact
me at Paul W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620.
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT

SUBJECT: PCB Containers and Decontamination Requirements
40 CFR 761.3 Definitions.

PCB Container means any package, can, bottle, bag, barrel, drum, tank, or other device that contains PCBs or PCB Articles and
whose surface(s) has been in direct contact with PCBs.

40 CFR 761.20(c)(5) Decontaminated materials.
Any person may distribute in commerce equipment, structures, or other liquid or non-liquid materials that were contaminated with
PCBs >50 ppm, including those not otherwise authorized for distribution in commerce under this part, provided that one of the

following applies:

@) The materials were decontaminated in accordance with a TSCA PCB disposal approval issued under subpart D of this part,
with §761.79, or with applicable EPA PCB spill cleanup policies in effect at the time of the decontamination.

40 CFR 761.60 Disposal requirements.
O] PCB Containers.
1) Unless decontaminated in compliance with §761.79 or as provided in paragraph (c)(2) of this section, a PCB

container with PCB concentrations at 500 ppm or greater shall be disposed of:
(1) In an incinerator which complies with §761.70, or

(ii) In a chemical waste landfill that complies with §761.75; provided that if there are PCBs in a liquid state,
the PCB Container shall first be drained and the PCB liquid disposed of in accordance with paragraph (a)
of this section.

) Any PCB Container used to contain only PCBs at a concentration less than 500 ppm shall be disposed of as
municipal solid wastes; provided that if the PCBs are in a liquid state, the PCB Container shall first be drained and
the PCB liquid shall be disposed of in accordance with paragraph (a) of this section.

®) Prior to disposal, a PCB container with PCB concentrations at 50 ppm or greater shall be stored in a unit which
complies with §761.65.
40 CFR 761.79 Decontamination standards and procedures.
(0) Self-implementing decontamination procedures. The following self-implementing decontamination procedures are

available as an alternative to the measurement-based decontamination methods specified in paragraph (b) of this section.
Any person performing self-implementing decontamination must comply with one of the following procedures.

1) Any person decontaminating a PCB Container must do so by flushing the internal surfaces of the container three

times with a solvent containing <50 ppm PCBs. Each rinse shall use a volume of the flushing solvent equal to
approximately 10 percent of the PCB Container capacity.
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT

SUBJECT: PCB Containers and Decontamination Requirements
40 CFR 761.79 Decontamination standards and procedures.
(d) Decontamination solvents.
1) Unless otherwise provided in paragraphs (c)(3) through (c)(5) of this section, the solubility of PCBs in any
solvent used for purposes of decontamination under this section must be 5 percent or more by weight.
2) The solvent may be reused for decontamination so long as its PCB concentration is <50 ppm.
®) Solvent shall be disposed of under paragraph (g) of this section.

(£) Sampling and recordkeeping.

2) Confirmatory sampling is not required for self-implementing decontamination procedures under paragraph (c)
of this section. Any person using these procedures must retain a written record documenting compliance with
the procedures for 3 years after completion of the decontamination procedures (e.g., video recordings,
photographs).

(8) Decontamination waste and residues.

Decontamination waste and residues shall be disposed of at their existing PCB concentration unless otherwise specified.

@)

(4)

©)

(6)

Hydrocarbon solvent used or reused for decontamination under this section that contains <50 ppm PCB must
be burned and marketed in accordance with the requirements for used oil in §761.20(e), disposed of in
accordance with §761.60(a) [incinerator/high efficiency boiler] or (e) [incinerator alternative], or decontaminated
pursuant to this section.

Chlorinated solvent at any PCB concentration used for decontamination under this section shall be disposed of
in an incinerator operating in compliance with §761.70, or decontaminated pursuant to this section.

Solvents >50 ppm other than those described in paragraphs (g)(3) and (g)(4) of this section shall be disposed of
in accordance with §761.60(a) or decontaminated pursuant to this section.

Non-liquid cleaning materials and personal protective equipment waste at any concentration, including non-
porous surfaces and other non-liquid materials such as rags, gloves, booties, other disposable personal
protective equipment, and similar materials resulting from decontamination shall be disposed of in accordance
with §761.61(a)(5)(v) [municipal/nonmunicipal solid waste landfill, RCRA landfill, PCB disposal facility].
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